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‘My Baby Shot Me Down’, an anthology by women writers

Authors: Clarissa Angus, Katherine Black, Maggy van Eijk, Harriet Goodale, Deborah

Hambrook, Claudine Lazar, Rachael Smart, Ruth Starl ing, Alison Wassell and Laura Wilkinson.

Ten new women writers present some of their finest work in My Baby Shot Me Down, a

col lection of short stories, poetry, essays and flash fiction.

Women’s poetry and prose is well establ ished and celebrated for its merits, and yet there is sti l l

a tendency within the industry to overlook their work. Representations of women are constantly

evolving, although mostly by way of increasingly unrealistic ideals and expectations that further

drive a wedge of indifference into the gender gulf. In these exciting and rather confusing times,

there is more demand than ever for women’s writing to show clarity, depth, brevity and wit.

Writing by women for women has become a genre in itself, and My Baby Shot Me Down delivers

on a grand scale, but this anthology is certainly not meant exclusively for women. There is

enough action, suspense and humour to appeal to al l discerning readers.

This selection of work is the innovation of Richard Penny, an eager new publisher and writer

who, for the past four years, has been bowled over by the exceptional work posted by the

authors on ABCtales, an undervalued website that encourages writers to support each other in

their quest to develop l iterary skil ls. Penny quickly realised that the best work on offer came

predominantly from women and so he began to compile a longl ist of his favourite authors’

pieces, with a stern resolve to publish their work.

Here are women talking about l ife in diverse styles and language. Themes of love and

relationships, family and parenting, sex and gender politics emerge anew, told with beauty,

charm and intel l igence.

Visit mybabyshotmedownblog.wordpress.com for more information.
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